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Firefighting Not Easy, Good
Challenge for Vets
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Ventura County, Calif., is often referred to as the Gold Coast, and has
a reputation of being one of the safest and most affluent places in the
U.S. There is a wide diversity of terrain, ranging from beautiful
beaches, to bustling cities, to some of the most unspoiled, rugged and
inaccessible wilderness remaining in southern California. Ventura
County Fire Department serves this area of 848 square miles with a
population of more than 480,000 people. It's composed of 560 men
and women who provide fire protection, medical aid, rescue, hazardous
materials response, and a variety of other services to both the
unincorporated areas of the county and to six of its cities. Recruitment
Manager Gerald Chambers, an Air Force veteran, provides us with a
look at what it takes to join the team.

Do Your Homework

Don't assume that, just because you've heard firefighting is a good
career that it's easy to get into. Chambers explains further: “In fire
departments today, there’s a lot of competition out there for fire
positions, so when a fire department interviews an individual, theyre
not looking for someone who just woke up one morning and decided
'hey, maybe I could become a firefighter,” theyre looking for individuals
who've actually taken the time, done the research, and also have
taken classes in fire science, fire technology, they have an EMT license
and they know about the fire service.”

And of course, following on the heels of the homework is the tests —
one written, one oral. "Do your research, get some knowledge, so that
when you do take the test, and if you do well enough to get
interviewed, you know about the fire service .. if you don't do that well
(on the oral interview), you aren't going to get that job,” Chambers
added. "The wrong answer to the question 'What do you know about
the fire service?'is 'I dont know.”

"Try to get in contact with the person who is doing the recruiting for
the fire department and find out as much as you can from that person,
Chambers continued. "And look into going on ride-alongs.”

”

Preparation and Persistence

So where does one go to prepare? "A lot of junior colleges have fire
academies with fire science classes, so I would look into what kinds of
fire science programs local colleges offer,” Chambers pointed out.
"Quite often those programs are less than a year, so they can go
ahead and get those sorts of things out of the way.”

“EMT training is something you're going to need as well, so if they can
get that training done, maybe even become an EMT and get on an
emergency response team, that would help them out as well.”
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Michael Archer is a wildfire
consultant and writer. He has
written articles for Home and Fire
Magazine, Wildland Firefighter
Magazine, and other publications,
lectured to many groups about fire
issues, been quoted by Associated
Press and USAToday reporters, and also
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reviews from Writers Digest, The
Nashville News, The VVA Veteran
(Vvietnam Veterans of America's
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professionals across the United
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Publications, donates 50 percent of
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You can visit his website at:
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Firestorm can be purchased at Amazon.com
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And one other thing might be useful to have. "Obviously Paramedic is a
little bit harder, takes a bit longer to accomplish, but it’s also a feather
in their cap,” Chambers continued. "Not every firefighter is a
Paramedic, but they are all EMTs, and there are only a limited number
of paramedics. However, they do get higher pay.”

But, even if you have all these things, you may still need to be
persistent. "They need to decide if this is something they want to do
because getting a job in the fire service is not something that normally
happens first time out. Some people have made multiple tries at WHAT'S HOT »

different departments, taking multiple tests with multiple interviews,”

warned Chambers. , .
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But to help them along and show appreciation for their service to the Advisors: Key Interview Questions
country, Chambers highlighted one major advantage for veterans. "The

County of Ventura, when it comes to taking the written examination,

awards five Veteran's Points. In the past, we've only done oral

interviews for people who have scored 90-95 or above on the written v advertisement

test. So it does help out having those five extra points.”

And something else is useful. "Now if they've already been in the fire
service in the military, that's definitely going to help them out.”

1
But it’s certainly worth investigating for those with a sense of public IF YOU'RE IN
service as well as adventure. "The fire service has a lot of good perks,
but it’s dangerous at the same time.”

For more tips and job-hunting advice, visit Military.com's Careers Channel.
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Copyright 2009 Michael Archer. All opinions expressed in this article are the
author's and do not necessarily reflect those of Military.com.
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About Us

We started Military.com in 1999 to revolutionize the way the 30 million Americans with military
affinity stay connected and informed. Today, we're the largest military and veteran
membership organization — 10 million members strong.

Military.com’s free membership connects servicemembers, military families and veterans to
all the benefits of service — government benefits, scholarships, discounts, lifelong friends,
mentors, great stories of military life or missions, and much more.

We believe that the benefits earned in the service should be easier to access and written in
plain English. We're passionate about helping members make the most of military
experience throughout life.

Military.com’s members are sharing stories, insider tips, news from the front lines, and
unique slices of military life including the tough stuff of war.

Military.com provides headline news and technology updates since our community answers
the call and makes news. We also cover the rest of the military experience — from great
content like our user-generated videos in our popular "Shock and Awe” feature to our military
equipment guide we present what makes the military unique (and fun).

In 2004, Military.com joined forces with Monster Worldwide (NYSE: MWW) to accelerate our
growth and change the playing field for career and educational opportunities for
servicemembers, veterans and military spouses. Monster's vision is bringing people together
to advance their lives, which is a great fit with Military.com’s "members first” ethos and goal of
connecting the military community to all the benefits of service.
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10,000,000
Military.com has 10 million
members.

20,000,000
Search over 20 million records for
military buddies with Buddy Finder.

35,000

Search over 35,000 unit pages, find
reunions and correspond with old
friends.

4,000

Search our database of over 4,000
institutions, and find your school
now with School Finder.

1,000

Search over 1,000 scholarships,
and find millions of dollars with
Scholarship Finder.
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